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hours dragged wearily* At seven a single armourer
appeared* He WHS instantly besieged by the
impatient prisoners, and it was diflioult for him to
know where to begin* It was not until three
o'clock in the afternoon that his work was done
and the last man set free*
Now came an unexpected difficulty. They had
been so long accustomed to dragging a heavy
weight as they walked, they found it impossible
to move with any freedom; and it was some time
before they could throw off the impression that
their ankles were chained*
They were conducted under an escort to the
killcdar to receive their permits to depart As they
crossed the parade-ground a number of European
boys in Muhammadan dress came to them and im-
plored them to use their influence to obtain a release.
It is to be feared that the English boys were
forgotten* They were taken in a sea-fight by the
French Admiral Suffrein and were handed over by
him to Haider, a piece of superfluous carelessness
that will for ever be a stain upon the admiral's
name* It is said that there were as many as a
hundred of these boys; it is possible that the
military authorities and the peace commissioners
may not have known of their existence*